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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 


Hello all! 

My time travels fast, here 
we are ready for our birthday 
again! There should be 
some nice gifts for all in at¬ 
tendance on the 13th. We 
look forward to celebrating 
with everyone and there will 
even be cake! 


I hope everyone had a pleas¬ 
ant April. We have seen 
some wonderful and much 
needed rainstorms the past 
few days, reminds me of my 
youth back in Wisconsin 
where April truly does bring 
May flowers. 


Kudos to Alan Schein who 
managed to photograph the 
young man who was trying to 
pass off a fake Flying Eagle 
cent, as well as to confiscate 
the item so it will not be able 


to be passed off as real to 
any possible future Rubes 
(victims). This reminds me 
of how quickly one may be 
snookered out of their mon¬ 
ey by crooked individuals 
who have no qualms about 
stealing from them. Keep 
on your toes and if some¬ 
thing does not look right, or 
if you have questions please 
see an expert and get a 
knowledgeable, and trust¬ 
worthy opinion on anything 
which may seem to be too 
good to be true - most of the 
time it probably isn't. 


This months meeting will be 
concentrating on Club Medal 
collections. Chris Larsen 
and Bob Campbell will both 
be bringing their collections 
and giving a brief speech 
concerning them. Everyone 



else is asked to bring their 
UNS medal collec¬ 
tion. Everyone may display 
or collect theirs in a different 
manner and that is what we 
would like to see, the diversi¬ 
ty of our collectors and how 
they may show off their col¬ 
lections. Who knows, maybe 
you will receive some new 
ideas on how to collect or 
store your medal collection. 


I hope to see many collec¬ 
tions and all of you this May 
13th for our birthday par¬ 
ty. Until then - God Bless. 

Robie Cagle 

President. 
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ing and several are very 
scarce and expensive. In 
fact the UNS had one 
previous medal which 
has sold for over 
$1000.00, the 1985 Pony 
Express Medal in Silver. 

Something virtually no 
other club can boast. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE - Eric P. Newman Part IV 

By Heritage Auctions 


Coming up in May is the fourth in¬ 
stallment of the Eric P. Newman col¬ 
lection. As you can imagine, the col¬ 
lection of a collector who is over 100 
years old and that was amassed well 
over a half century ago contains a 
number of amazing items, many of 
which have been off the market for 50 
-75 years. Many, no not many, but 
most current collectors, even many 
old timers, have never seen or heard 
of many of the condition rarities 
which are now entering the market. 
This has been true for the first three 
auctions and is also the case for this 
fourth installment. Personally, I have 
always been fascinated by the Hog 
Money from the Sommer Islands 
(Now Bermuda) and have done exten¬ 
sive research and been able to look 
thru books on these coins published 
many years ago. Presently many of 
the finest known examples are housed 
in a museum in Bermuda and even 
those I thought were quite crude and 
very worn and abraded. Even the 
pictures in the Red Book are of 
coins which are far from optimum 
quality. Then along comes the 
Newman coins. Graded ’Almost 
Uncirculated. ’ I had no idea that 
these coins even existed in this con¬ 
dition. And then there is one of 
four known Continnental Dollars 
struck in Silver. I knew of these but 
had never even seen a picture of 
one. And finally pictured at left is 
an AU58 NE Shilling. Now here is 
a coin that could be a grading night¬ 
mare even to most experts. How 
do you really grade this coin? 

These are just three examples of the 
caviar to come from Newman’s collec¬ 
tion and who knows what is still to 
come in the future. I like researching 


coins such as these as they are truly a rare 
part of not only numismatic history but 
American history. Additionally, I, or 
virtually everyone I know will never be 
fortunate enough to own one of these 
high priced rarities, so the next best thing 
is to read about them and be able to ob¬ 
serve the high resolution pictures of them 
in the catalogues of the major auction 
houses. In this sale Heritage is the auc¬ 
tioneer but as I understand all of the 
Newman auctions will not be done by a 
single auction house so look for others to 
participate. The final number of Newman 
auctions is not firmly set but it has been 
reported that there may be at least ten 
different events. I can hardly wait to see 
with delicacies are to come. As you 
know many of the great color photos in 
the Red Book are of the finest coins 
known. Well, I think that the editors may 
have to update quite a number of photos 
after the Newman sales conclude. 

Doug Nyholm 


An amazing 1652 Oak Tree 
Schilling in NGC MS-65. How 
can such a coin even exist? 
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Follow-up on Mormon Gold Auction 


Records fell at the Central States 
Platinum Night auction held by 
Heritage Galleries April 24th. As 
expected several Mormon gold 



coins sold for amazing amounts. 

First, the very rare Mormon $10 
was one of the top sellers at the 
auction with a sale price of 
$705,000 including the buyers pre¬ 
mium. This is the highest price 
ever paid for an item of Mormon 
currency, coin or gold, at public 
auction. I have heard, but been 
unable to verify, of another Mor¬ 
mon $10 selling for $900k a couple 
of years ago but even so this was a 


private sale, not a public auction. 

If you compare this price of $705k 
with the top 250 coins ever sold at 
auction in the new 2015 Red Book 
it comes in at number #113. 

The Mormon $20 also set a record 
for that coin selling for over $558K 
which puts it in # 174th place on the 
same Red Book top 250 list. 


Finally, the MS63 $2.50 Mormon 



gold broke a record for that denom¬ 
ination of $235,000. 

All together, the seven individual 
Mormon gold coins sold for a total 
of$l,829,525.00. 

Doug Nyholm 


Mormon $10 AU58 
$705,000 

Mormon $20 MS62 
$558,125 

1850 $5 MS61 
$76,375 

$2.50 MS63 
$235,000 

$2.5 MS62 
$111,625 

1849 $5 AU58 
$76,375 

$2.5 AU58 
$64,625 

$1,829,525.00 


UNS SCHEDULE FOR 2014 


May - UNS Birthday / Displays of Club Medals 
June - Young Numismatics Night 
July - Picnic 
August - Auction 

September - Speaker (To Be Announced) 


October - Speaker (To Be Announced) / UNS Coin Show 
November - Elections & Bourse 

December - Christmas Dinner __ -3® 14 — 

January 2015 - Bourse lllissl 
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COIN & CURRENCY AUCTIONS 

Heritage Auctions Is Pleased to Announce 
The Addition of Six Territorial Gold Coins 
To the List of 250 Top Auction Prices 
At Our $54 Million Official CSNS Auctions - April 2014 

Six territorial gold pieces in Heritage's Platinum Night® Auction at Central States Numismatic 
Society made numismatic history, and will be included in the next list of Top 250 coin prices 


#100 

1349 Pacific Company $5 
K-1, Hiqh R.7 
AU5G PCG5 
totalized $7*3,750 


#101 

1355 Kellogg & Co., S50 
K-4, R .7 

PR*4 Ca meo PCG5 
Realized: $7*3,750 


#115 

1049 Mormon 110 
K-3, R.7 
NGC AU5& 
Realized: $705,0® 


#139 

1351 Baldwin ft® 
K-5, Only 4 krwwn. 
XF45 PCGS 
Rea feed: 5*45,250 


#177 

1049 Mormon $20 
K-4, R.6 
M542 NGC 
Realized $550,125 


#170 

1055 Wass Molitcr $20 
Large Head, U n listed Variety. 
AU53NGC 
Realized: 1550,125 


Always .Accepting Quality Consignments in 00 Categories. 

Immediate Cash Advances up to $50 Million. 

&OQ-USCOINS (872-6467) Ext. 1000 US Coins, Ext 1001 Currency, Ext 1005 World Coins 


Annual Sales Exceed 1900 Million I 050,000+ Online Bidder-Members 
3500 Maple Ave. I Dallas, TX 75219 i 0OO-U5COINS (B72-6467) I HA.com 

DALLAS I HEW YORK I B-EVERLf H ILLS I 5AN FRAN Cl 5C O HOUSTON | PARIS I GENEVA 


HERITAGE, 

AUCTIONS 


UcsflSfld Aurfaiiwr Andrsa Vais: IL4410017H7; Fad Mlnshul: IL 3441Q02ft£?. Hart ram NumbmaHc Auction* Jix; IL444COD37D. Buyers Fr-srium I7.E-*-; eh rtA.ocrr. 
ia dolals. HERITAGES Rag U.5. Pat. H TM Off. QH 
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The Eric P. Newman Collection 




Special Hardcover 
Editions 


Subscribe todayJ 





These special edition catalogues are a fitting 
tribute to an extraordinary collection and 
an extraordinary man. 

Selections from the fabled collection of the 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society (EPNNES) are being offered for sale 
in a series of public auctions expected to be at 
least ten in number, to be held over the next 
several years by various auction firms. 

The Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society will 
receive $25 from the sale of every catalogue to further its 
philanthropic activities, including the advancement of 
numismatic scholarship. 

Sign up on our secure site at numislit.com or use the 
attached order form. 


□ I wish to subscribe to the entire senes of the EPNNES Special 
Hardcover Editions at $95.00 each plus shipping. 


Phone 

Ema.1 


Street Addn 





City, State Z 

■ 


Countrv 



□ ChedcE 

nclosed for Sale 1 (JIOOOC US orders) 


Credit Card 

No. Exp 


You w* bed 



Send forma 

nd make checks payable to: 



Kolbe & Fanning Numismatic Booksellers 


’ * \ 

141 W Johnstown Road, Gahanna. Ohio 43230 



614-414-0855 • 614-414-0860 fax • di@numislit.con- 





For those of you who collect only the best and are avid book collectors, above is 
an ad for hard-copy Eric P. Neuman auction catalogues. In similar fashion to the 
Stacks sale of John J. Ford material consisting of 24 catalogues and Smythe’s 
auction of the Schingoethe collection consisting of 16 catalogues, Neuman’s col¬ 
lection, already with four sales completed or planned, will be a numismatic refer¬ 
ence for years to come. Of course soft-cover editions are also available. 























AEQVITAS 

Numismatics 


Free Educational Mareriaks 
F ree L ecturei io Groups 
F ree Athice 

A Friend in the Hobby 

■ 

Sometimes Buying 
Sometimes Selling 
U.5* - Foreign - Ancient 
AEQVITAS Meins Fairness 



Lee McKenzie 
SOI-349-£?93& 

1 e efm ck ^ gmail. com 



Ralph R. Muller 
P.0. Box 9088 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84109 
801-581-0991 



Member ANA-UNS-OCC-SPMC-FCCB 
E-mail mullerralph@gmail.com 

BUY—SELL—APPRAISE COINS & CURRENCY 
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COUNTERFEIT CORNER - 1856 Cent Strikes Home! (Allan Schien) 



TOP—Genuine Coin 
BOTTOM—Fake Coin 



On Monday April 7th, I confronted an 18 year old selling a fake 1856 Flying 
Eagle cent for $12,000. Fie had already shown the coin to several local 
dealers, all of whom told him it was a fake. Yet he persisted in attempting 
to sell the coin locally. After meeting with "Cory", I eventually divulged 
what I already knew. Fie insisted the coin was from his Grandfathers 
collection. After explaining the holder and coins were both copies, I 
asked for and was given permission to demonstrate how easily I could crack 
open the PCGS holder. With one twist it split in half. I cannot even 
create a crack in a real one like that. I asked him for the coin so I 
could pass it along to Bob Campbell as a teaching tool for this summers ANA 
Seminar. Then I asked a friend who I had arranged to sit nearby to join us. 

I called over Sgt. Eley (retired Air Force) and I think the kid messed his 
underpants. We scared him, but maybe not straight. But this one coin is off 
the market. I suspect however that he was fronted the coin and is part of a 
ring. I have a very clear photo of the fellow, the coins, and both the 
original real holder which sold in 2007 on Fleritage Auctions, and the 
copied one. I have also contacted the Fraud division here in Utah to alert all Pawn 
shops and dealers that report to them so they will be aware of the situation. 


Under the circumstances, I have reported the circumstances to Doug Davis of the Nu¬ 
mismatic Crime Organization and we are collecting any possible evidence that might 
be useful in busting a possible counterfeiting ring. 


Genuine PCGS Label 

1856 1C 

PCGS MS62 
Flying Eagle 

t 2013.62/08889126 

ill ini I ii i urn iii i iii ii iii it mi ii inn 


Fake PCGS Label 


1856 1C 

PCGS MS62 
Flying Eagle 

2013.62/08839126 

mm .. 


‘Counterfeit Diagnostics’ of the above coin 

The label is definitely a different color, it looks closer in the plastic however when 
removed the color difference is obvious. Secondly the font and positioning of the 
lettering is slightly different. The bar code and numbers are however identical. 

The coin itself is easy for an experienced numismatist to identify as a counterfeit. 
First, the color is way off, the fake coin is definitely copper and not copper-nickel. 
And when removed is thinner than a real coin. Also the alignment of the ball of the 
5 in the digit does not line up correctly with the upright portion of the digit. 




































Volume 61, Issue 5 


Page 8 


May’s Quiz 

Mint Operations 


1. What is the oldest mint in the Western Hemisphere? 


A. 

San Luis Potosf 

B. 

Mexico City 

C. 

Sao Paulo 

C. 

Hamilton Bermuda 


2. When did the Dahlonega mint first strike coins? 

A. 1834 B. 1838 

C. 1842 D. 1832 

3. In what year did San Francisco last strike circulation 90% silver coinage? 



A. 1970 

B. 

1986 


C. 1955 

D. 

1999 

4. 

When did Carson City first strike coins? 




A. 1872 

B. 

1878 


C. 1870 

D. 

1893 

5. 

What was the first branch mint to strike ‘minor’ coinage? 


A. San Francisco 

B. 

Denver 


C. Manila 

D. 

Charlotte 


THE ASNWERS TO THE QUIZ CAN BE FOUND ON THE LAST PAGE. 





Picture quiz is "Country Identification” this month. Can you determine the origin of the above three coins?c 


SUPER BONUS QUESTION - ARE YOU AND EXPERT? 

What process occurred to cause the corners of the $50 
Gold slugs in the 1850’s to become damaged? 
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ISO ANA BBS 


lei us be ynur favorite mini 


www. RegencyM i nt.com 


Let Us Be Your Favorite Mint 


We are Regency Mint, and we produce 
high quality Bullion and Medallions. We 
supply clients with investment grade 
Precious Metals and Custom Coins. Our 
clients enjoy quality products and com¬ 
mitted customer service. Visit our web¬ 
site to see what people are saying about 
us. 


MAJESTIC COINS 


BUY - SELL - TRADE - APPRAISE 


SILVER/GOLD/COPPER 
COINS & STAMPS 


MICHAEL HANSEN 

4696 S. HOLIDAY BLVD (2300 E) 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84117 

(801)-278-8500 

E-Mail: majextic@nfl00.com 


1-801-802-0990 
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What’s Coming Up for 2014 


BOOK REVIEW - 

Something new this 
month. I am not reviewing 
an existing book. The only 
addition to my library since 
last months selection was 
Don Parsleys new 5th edi¬ 
tion of the Bust Half Dollar 
varieties 1794-1836. This 
book is updated but is very 
similar to the previous edi¬ 
tion. Still a must for seri¬ 
ous collectors of these 
coins. 

This month I will be discus¬ 
sion what is on the horizon 
for 2014. There are a 
number of what I consider 
great titles to be coming 
off the presses this year. 
These will be highlighted 
as follows. 

First— “Whitman's Mexi¬ 
can Money” sched. for 
Sept 2014 pictured here. 
Probably a must for collec¬ 
tors of south of the border 
coinage 

Second— “American Gold 
& Silver Bullion” Sched for 
release in Sep 2014 by 
Dennis Tucker. Another 


potential interesting title 
for those interested in 
modern bullion coinage. 

Third—Whitman's 2-Vol 
“Obsolete Currency" by Q. 
David Bowers sched. for 
Jul 2014. This is available 
for pre-pub order from 
Whitman now. I have my 
order in already! 

Fourth - “Morgan Dollar— 
Americas love affair with a 
ledgendary coin” Sched 
release in June 2014 from 
Whitman. Also available 
for pre-order. 

Fifth—"United States Proof 
Coinage Flying Eagle Cents 
through Anthony Dollars” 
Sched for Dec 2014. This 
sounds like a great title. 

Sixty—1849: The Philadel¬ 
phia Mint Strikes 
Gold” (Covering such top¬ 
ics such as the Cal. 1/4 
eagle and 1849 Double 
Eagle among other histori¬ 
cal events.) Sched. for 
Dec 2014 

Seventh—"Coin Of The 




Morgan 

Dollar 



Year” Sched for later in 
2014 and should be a 
great book covering the 
COTY Awarded coins from 
past years. 

Finally—"Americas first 
$20 coins” (Covering pric¬ 
ing and grading of the 
coins) Sched. For Nov. 
2014 

In addition to these titles 
there will be the standard 
additions of the annual or 
periodically updated 
books. 

Remember, save your ex¬ 
tra cash to purchase a 
book or two of your inter¬ 
est. As has been said, 
“Buy the Book Before The 
Coin” 

Doug Nyholm 


Advantages or Dis-Advantages of Buying Complete Sets? 


In a recent Numismatic News I noticed a 2-page dealer ad featuring the sale of complete sets of mod¬ 
ern coinage in Dansco albums. I thought, what are the pro’s and con’s of a collector buying sets in this 
manner. First, you are able to complete your set in a single purchase, however for a lot of collectors 
this eliminates the ‘hunt.’ Secondly, these sets are usually well matched in condition and toning but 
not always. Could you hand pick better quality coins? Probably, but it would take some time. And final¬ 
ly, what about the price. This would really take a bit of research as if you purchased individually you 
may pay a bit more but could acquire better quality coins. However values on modern sets is many 
times less if you decide to sell than what you paid. Be careful. What way works better for you? 
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MAJESTIC COINS 

BUY-SELL-TRADE-APPRAISE 
SILVER-GOLD-COPPER 
COINS & STAMPS 

MICHAEL HANSEN 

4696 S HOLLADAY BLVD(2300 E) 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT84117 
PHONE (801-278-8500 
E-Mail: majestic@)nflOO.com 


• LEGACY 

Rare Coins 

Gary Laramie 

4431 So. Commerce Dr. (300 W.) Ph: 801 262 2570 

Murray. UT 84107 Fax: 801 262 2580 

www.pcAs70s.com CCE: LC8 Email: leAacyrc^ahoo.com 
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84109 

(801) 581-0991 

Fax: Same 
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BUY - SELL - APPRAISE COINS. CURRENCY 



ALL ABOUT 
COINS 

Robert Campbell 

1123 East 2100 South 
Salt Lake City. Utah 84106 
(801) 467-8636 


BUY 

SELL 

TRADE 


“WHERE THE COLLECTOR IS KING” 



J & J Collectables 


Phone: H- 801-957-9915 Joe sod JoLsyne 

C- 801 -674-4962 Vraze I 

E-Mail: jvrazell 5 <& oisn.com 

UNS, Ogden A NUTS Club Medals. Rounds. Misc. 


Dave Blackhurst 

Philatelist 


801-580-9534 

801-566-6516 



P.O. Box 900485 
Sandy, Utah 84090 


Buying - Selling - Appraisals 

• Free Verbal Estimates • 
dblackhuragmail.com 



AEQVITAS 

Numismatics 
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HOLABIRD WESTERN AMERICANA COLLECTIONS 



PHEMERA 

Postcards 
tocks 

HOTOS 
OOKS 




Contact Us If You Would Like to 
Consign To A Future Auction Or If 
You Are Interested in Bidding. 

Holabird Western America Collections 

( 775 )- 852-8822 


Utah Cooperative & Mercantile Token 

Collection Auction 



Fred Holabird is now of¬ 
fering hundreds of Utah 
tokens on his EBay 
store. Keep checking 
EBay if you collect Utah 
tokens. 
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‘PRIZES’ AND ‘BUY 

OF THE MONTH 

FOR MAY 

A Lot of information here. 

Make sure you read the fine 

print- 

Regular Drawing Prizes: 

I decided to do it a little differ¬ 

ently this month based on sur¬ 
vey feedback. Since everyone 
will be getting at least one prize 

from the birthday drawings, (and 

I had less time to make purchas¬ 

es) I decided to go with fewer 
prizes with a higher value. More 

than half of those who respond¬ 

ed to mv survey wanted some¬ 
thing like this. I just hope it 
doesn't affect ticket sales. We'll 

try it once and see if it's suc¬ 

cessful. Let me know vour 
thoughts. _ Darin Lee 


Member: 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar 
On-Time: 1963 D Franklin Half 
Youth: 1953 Silver Certificate plus 2 

rolls Lincoln Memorial cents 

GENERAL PRIZES 

2010 Silver Eagle 
1922 Peace Dollar 
1921 Morgan Silver Dollar 
2014 Silver Eagle 

2014 Baseball Hall Of Fame Uncirculated 
Commemorative Half Dollar 

2 Walker-style 1/2 ounce silver 
rounds (total one ounce) 

1917 PDS Standing Liberty Quarter Type 1 
set (date worn) 

10 Misc Date 90% Silver dimes (total $1 
face value) 

1940 5 cent LDS commodity token 
circa 1940 5 cent LDS commodity token 

2015 Red Book 
2015 Red Book 


Birthday Month: 


First of all, a note about the "birthday month" 
drawings. We have purchased 80 buffalo nick¬ 
els (with dates), 40 Mercury/Roosevelt dimes, 
20 Standing Liberty Quarters (with dates) and 
6 Walking Liberty Half Dollars. Each attendee 
will draw one double-ticket when they sign in. 
These will be the orange tickets and are free 
to each attendee - ONLY ONE PER PERSON 
ATTENDING. Each "birthday" ticket is pre¬ 
assigned to either a nickel, dime, or quarter, 
and the individual can redeem one half of their 
double ticket for the designated prize. KEEP 
THE OTHER HALF OF THE TICKET. Either right 
before or right after the break, we will draw 
from the birthday tickets that have been 
turned in and the winners will receive one of 
the half dollars. Then we will also draw for the 
other birthday prizes that are left after every¬ 
one receives their birthday drawing prize. So 
basically everyone gets one random item with 
a chance to win additional items. Hope that 
makes sense. I will explain it again at the club 
meeting. Again, the birthday prize tickets are 
free and are handled separately from the regu¬ 
lar prize drawings. 


CLUB 

OFFICERS 



Robie Cagle - President 
801-831-8294 

Kelly Finnegan - Vice Pres. 
801-636-1190 

Bruce Griggs - MIVI Email 
801-703-4081 

Eldon Farnsworth - Treas. 
801-550-5460 

Don Swain - Medals 
801-652-0124 


Darin Lee - Curator 
801-556-0789 

Ben Green—Asst. Sec. 
801-889-7504 

Doug Nyholm - Newslet. 
801-918-9522 

Bob Campbell - Bourse 
801-467-8636 

Lavar Burton—Sec. 
801-255-1629 


Special Announcement 

"Special thanks to Don 
Swain and Glen Beck- 
stead for their kind do¬ 
nations to this month's 
prize pool." 



Tom Davis 
801-273-7519 

BOARD 

Lee McKenzie 
801-349-6838 

MEMBERS 

Larry Kimura 
801-282-2333 


Phil Clark 
801-523-9199 


Collin Cagle 
801-935-7196 
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Castle Rock Coins 


Specializing in Coins, Currency, and Bullion 



Dick Pettit 

P.O. Box 1107 
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
303-933-2042 





Large Collection of Utah Tokens For Sale 


A great selection of newly purchased Carbon County to¬ 
kens as well as many other scarce and valuable items 
available. Give Castle Rock Coins a 

call. Let’s talk tokens. /*» 
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Penny Press Mint, LLC 


We Make (and Encase) Cents 


a 

Sv 

& # 4*5 


V 

p 

4 



C 

w 


(801) 636-1190 

www.pennypressmint.com 

encasedcoins@yahoo.com 



Got Stamps? 


Old letters - Old postcards? 

Do you have an old collection or accumulation of stuff that you don't know what 
to do with? I can help! Call me to discuss what items you have. Whether you 
just want to know what the value is or if you want to sell them. We can discuss 
what options you have to dispose of your items or I can give you a free verbal 
appraisal based on the current market value. Either way you will know what you 
have and can then make intelligent decisions as to what to do with it. Give me a 
call. It will be worth your time. 

Dave Blackhurst 

801-580-9534 
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YOUNG NUMISMATISTS 

BASIC GUIDELINES FOR EFFICENTLY AND 
CONSISTANTLY GRADING NUMISMATIC ITEMS (Part 21 


Last month we discussed the 
need for good eyesight, a good 
work location, some basic 
tools, a reference library, and 
the need for a sound 
knowledge of the items you 
will be grading. From this 
point on, our discussion will 
focus on coin grading and is 
also applicable to any minted 
items like tokens or medals. I 
would also suggest that you 
have ready access to the coin 
holder media you have chosen 
to store your coins such as 
flips, 2x2’s, or capsules. 
You’ll see why when we dis¬ 
cuss the raw coin grading pro¬ 
cess. 

FOUR BENCHMARK ARE¬ 

AS FOR EVALUATION: 

Except for Proof coins, all 
coins will fall into one of two 
categories. They will either be 
Uncirculated (mint condition) 
or Circulated (some indication 
of wear is present, no matter 
how slight). Regardless of 
which category the coin you 
are evaluating/grading resides, 
you should always examine 
and rate the following four are¬ 
as. 1. Strike: Are the details 
of the coin bold, sharp, clear, 
and distinct; or are they weak, 
flat, obscured, indistinct? Note 
that flatness of strike is not the 
same as flatness from wear. Is 
the strike above average, aver¬ 
age, or below average? 2. Eye 
Appeal: Subjective at best. Is 
the coin just a filler for the 
time being or a real keeper? 


Does the coin exhibit distracting 
scratches, dings, rim nicks, cor¬ 
rosion, spots, evidence of harm¬ 
ful polishing, repair, or undesir¬ 
able toning? Do you consider it 
ugly, so-so, or beautiful? Do its 
plusses outweigh its negatives or 
vice versa? Like strike, how do 
you rate it? 3. Luster: A major 
factor in eye appeal evaluations. 
Is the luster uniform across the 
surfaces of the coin? Is it shiny, 
brilliant, dazzling and highly 
reflective? Is it satiny, frosty, 
creamy and reasonably reflec¬ 
tive? Is it dull, muted, and not 
very reflective? Is it above av¬ 
erage, average, or below average 
luster? 4. Wear: Any evidence 
of wear places the coin in the 
circulated category and means it 
cannot grade uncirculated MS60 
or above. Wear or the abrasion 
of a coin’s detail is different 
than the isolated scratch, bag 
mark, ding or nick which may 
occur during the mint’s manu¬ 
facturing processes, handling, 
and subsequent storage. The 
gradual loss of detail and the 
accompanying change of surface 
color and loss of luster are the 
best indicators of circulation 
wear and are most evident, even 
in the earliest stages, on the 
highest points of a coin’s detail 
or relief. All good grading 
guides highlight the points of 
increasing wear indication as the 
grade of a coin decreases from 
About Uncirculated (AU58) 
down to Poor (POl). In this ar¬ 
ea, you want to be below aver¬ 


age, meaning the coin exhibits the 
least amount of wear for a given 
grade range. An above average 
rating would be least desirable. 
Evaluation of these benchmark are¬ 
as should be done in your con¬ 
trolled grading area for all coins 
you acquire/purchase in the holders 
they come in. As you perform this 
evaluation, make a mental or writ¬ 
ten note of differences you see rel¬ 
ative to what you saw when you 
were making your purchase/ 
acquisition decision at a show or in 
a dealer’s showroom. Next month 
we’ll discuss the how-tos of raw 
coin evaluation. 

DON’T FORGET, YOUTH 

NIGHT PROGRAM IS JUNE 

10, 2014. 

PHIL CLARK 
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• Diamonds ' 
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The successful outcome of a numismatic investigation is greatly enhanced when 
collectors, dealers and law enforcement personnel involved in the investigation 
and management of a numismatic crime utilize the most effective techniques 
and unique resources and assistance available today. 

Collectors, dealers and law enforcement agencies nationally and internationally 
are hampered by the lack of a centralized and specialized resource to assist in 
meeting the challenges presented in the complexities of a numismatic crime. 

The mission of the Numismatic Crime Information Center is to serve as a nation¬ 
al and international resource for collectors, dealers and law enforcement in the 
education, prevention and investigation of crimes involving coins, paper money, 
tokens and related numismatic items. 

NCIC fulfills its mission through several im¬ 
portant initiatives: 

• Maintaining a database of numismatic crimes and stolen property 

• Providing technical assistance to local, state, federal and international law en¬ 
forcement agencies in the investigation and prosecution of numismatic crimes 

• Offering training to local, state, federal and international law enforcement 
agencies in the investigation of numismatic crimes 

• Educating collectors and dealers in the prevention of numismatic crimes and 
the important role each plays within the investigative process 

• Effective dissemination of numismatic crimes throughout the numismatic in¬ 
dustry and law enforcement via publications, dedicated website and interna¬ 
tional alliances 

• Networking with numismatic organizations globally to enhance the education 
and prevention of numismatic crimes 
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EXPANDED MINT MASTER BONUS ARTICLE 

NEW SILVER EAGLE REVERSE? 


Below is the proposed design for a updated reverse of the Silver Eagle. As stated in the 
press releases there will be several minor changes including the addition of the “999 Fine” 
and “One Ounce” designation. The $5 denomination will probably be changed to $ 1 but 
in all realism $1 for an ounce of silver, let alone $5 will never be the case again. Also the 
eagle beak will probably be moved farther from the edge. 


What do you think of this possible change? When it comes to designs on coin age or bul¬ 
lion I am almost always in favor of change. Personally I much prefer the flying eagle mo¬ 
tif. Although far from Gobrecht’s flying eagle design of 1836 I still believe that it is much 
more of a realistic representation of an eagle in addition to being more majestic. 


If the change is approved will it make for a second set of silver eagles or just a continua¬ 
tion of the original set? Probably both, collectors will have a choice. 
















PO Box 65054 
Salt Lake City 
Utah 84165 

Newsletter Editor— 

Doug Nyholm 

Articles & Comments Invited 
douglas.nyholm@comcast.net 


We are on the Web 
Facebook 


UNS Membership Application 

Application for Membership in the Utah Numismatic Society 

Name(s) of Applicants:_ 

Address:_ 

E-Mail:_ 

How would you prefer to receive the newsletter? 

E-Mail / Preferred (This option reduces club expenses) 
Regular USPS Mail 

Sponsor”_ 

ANNUAL DUES 

□ $30 Family □ $20 Adult □ $5 Junior / Under 18 

When & Where We Meet 

Second Tuesday of Each Month at 7:00 PM 

Columbus community Center 

2531 South 400 East / Salt Lake City, UT 84115 


□ 

□ 


Canadian 2014 $50 Polar Bear Silver Coin for $50 



New from the Royal Canadian Mint 
is the 2014 $50 Polar Bear Silver 
Coin, the first release in a new se¬ 
ries of 99.99% pure silver coins 
that sell at their legal tender face 
value of $50. 


COIN QUIZ ANSWERS- 1-B 2-B 3-C 4-C 5-A 

Picture Quiz Answers— 1—Philippines 2-Great Britain 3-Canada 


















